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Gentleman in LONDON 


TO HIS 


. 


EFORE I ſet out la" 

B you importuned me to make + about ſeveral 
remarkable Tranſactions within a certain memorable 
Period of Time, particularly the Caſe of John Fra- 
fer, the printed Account of which is looked upon by many 
in England as wild and romantick. In Compliance with your 
repeated Defires I made it my Buſineſs to find out the Truth, 
and (wo's me!) I diſcovered much more than ever I imagined ... 
to have been done. The printed Account of Fohn Fraſer's 
Caſe is not only literally true, but like ways there are ſeveral 
remarkable Circumſtances in his Hiſtory not yet known in 
e T ſhall endeavour to give you a Specimen of my © 

Diſcoveries, 
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1 
Diſcoveries, ſuch as is conſiſtent with the Bounds of a Let- ö 
ter, for to give the whole would ſerve to make up a Volume. pf 
John Fraſer, commonly called Maclver, an Officer in 
the Regiment commanded by the Honourable the Maſter of 
Lovat, was, about the Beginning of the Battle upon Drum- 
| maoſſie-Muir, ſhot through the Knee, and was carried off in 
the Heat of the Action to a Park-Wall pointing towards the 
Houſe of Culloden. Some ſhort Time aſter the Battle, he, 
| and about eighteen other wounded Officers of the Highland 
Army, (who had made their Eſcape towards a ſmall Planta- 
tion of Wood in the Neighbourhood of the Place where 
Fraſer was lying) were carried to the Area of Culloden- Houſe, 
| where they remained two Days in the utmoſt Torture, wallow- 
= ing in their own Blood, and without any the ſmalleſt Aſſiſtance 
from Phyſician or Surgeon ; but they met with very kind and 
3 compaſſionate Treatment from one of Preſident Forbes's Do- 
| ers, Mr. Thomas Stewart, who performed Acts of Benefi- 
| cence to the Wounded, in and about the Houſe of Culloden, 
E ut the Hazard of his own Life. Upon the third Day Fraſer 
RE and his Companions were tyed with Ropes, and thrown into 
| | Carts, and then carried to a Park- Wall at ſome ſmall Di- 
| ſtance from Culloden-Honſe : There they were dragged out of 
l | the Carts, like Dogs, by the Shoulders, and ranged in Order 
7 / cloſe along the Park- Wall. Then the commanding Officer 
| | of the Party cried to the unhappy Gentlemen to prepare for : 
| A 4 Death, and thoſe who had any Uſe of their Limbs fell down | 
| * ; upon their Knees, and began to pray to God for Mercy upon ; 
[ their poor Souls; but, alas! ( horre/co reſerens !) they were 
| | 1 ſcarce allowed any Time for that Purpoſe, for, in a Minute, the 
"Soldiers received the Word of Command, to level their Pieces 
and to give Fire ! which was inſtantly done; and, as they were 
17 oſted at the Diſtance only of two or three Yards from the 
F| Breaſts of the Priſoners, they could not well fail to perform the 
| | Service completely. However, that this Butchery in cool Blood 
qj | ſhould be performed in the moſt leiſurely Way, and to make 
1 ſure Work on it, the commanding Officer gave Orders to the 
Soldiers to club their Muskets, and to daſh out the Brains of 
* ſuch as were not quite dead; which accordingly was done to, 
the beſt of their Obſervation : Moſt of them expired in an 
| Inſtant, and needed not a Knock on the Head; but, though 
| Mr. Fraſer had received a Shot, yet he was ſtill in Life, which 


one of the Soldiers obſerving, he ſtruck Fraſer an the _ 
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with the Butt of his Musket, broke the upper Part of bis 
Noſe and Cheek - Bone, daſhed out one of his Eyes, and left 
him for dead. All this Exactneſs of Procedure proved vain 
and ineffectual as to Mr. Fraſer, who appears to have been 
pointed out by Heaven not to fall a Victim at this Time to 
enfuriate Rage and Cruelty, but to live a Monument of ſuch 
a deliberate Maſſacre, as would make the remoteſt Savages 
bluſh at the Infamy. The Slaughter thus finiſhed the Soldiery 
went off, and left the dead Bodies above Ground. Lord Boyd 
happening to ride out that way, and ſeeing ſo many dead 
Bodies, turned. his Eyes towards them with ſome Attention : 
One of them he ſpied at a ſmall Diſtance from the reſt, and 
obſerving him to be in Life, called out to him, and defired 
to know what he was. The poor mangled Man anſwered, 
That his Name was John Fraſer, and that he had been an Of- 
ficer in the Maſter of Lovat's Regiment, Lord Boyd ſaid he 
was well acquainted with his Colonel, and made an Offer of 
Money to him. Mr. Fraſer thanked him, and told him he 
had no Uſe for Money, but begged him, for God's Sake, to 
cauſe his Servant either to put an End to his miſerable Life, 
or carry him to a Cottage at a ſmall Diſtance, which he named. 
The firſt Part of the Requeſt was not a little ſhocking to 
this young Lord ; but he ordered his Servant to carry Mr. 
Fraſer to the Place he had named, where he lay concealed, 
in the Bottom of a Kiln, for about three Months; in which 
Time, (under God) with the Aſſiſtance of his compaſſionate 
Landlord, he became ſo well recovered of his ſeveral Wounds 
and Bruiſes, as to be able to ſtep about upon Crutches, and is 
ſtill a living Object and Witneſs of this intereſting, diſmal 
Narrative I now tranſmit to you. 

To render his Caſe {till worſe and worſe, upon returning 
to his own Houſe, poor Mr. Fraſer found his Wife and Chil- 
dren {tript of all they had in the World by the Soldiery, and 
making ready to beg their Bread from Door to Door | 
What Heart is there ſo ſteeled in Wickednels, as not to dgop 
a Tear? But behold, admire and adore the wonderful 
Hand of Providence, that brings about unexpected Reliefs in 
the greateſt Extremities of Diſtreſs. While Mr. Fraſer is 
ſorrowfully viewing the Deſolation of his empty Houſe, and 
weeping over the Miſeries of his hungry and ſtarving Family, 
he receives a Letter, adviſing him that his Wife's Brother (a 
Surgeon by Proſeſſion Shad died in France, and by his Will, 
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in the Hands of Truſtees in London, had bequeathed to his 
Siſter, Mris. Fraſer, upwards of Four hundred Pounds Ster- 
ling, which Sum Mr. Fraſer accordingly received Payment of 
ſome Time in the Month of May 1748. from the Hands of 
an Attorney in Edinburgh : A moſt providential and ſeaſonable 
Supply indeed! and which ſerves to make out a moderate Sub- 
fiſtence for him in his preſent miſerable State of Body, de- 
Free of the Uſe of his Limbs, one of his Eyes, and being 
ame too in one of his Arms. 

Upon Thurſday, the Day after the Battle, a Party was or- 
dered to the Field of Battle to put to Death all the Wounded 
they ſhould find upon it, which accordingly they performed 
with the greateſt Diſpatch and the utmoſt Exa ctneſs, carrying 
the Wounded from the ſeveral Parts of the Field to two or 
three Spots of riſing Ground, where they ranged them in 
due Order, and inſtantly ſhot them dead. 

Upon the Day following (Friday) Parties were ordered 
to go and ſearch for the Wounded in Houſes in the Neigh- 
bourhood gf the Field, to carry them to the Ficld, and there 
to kill them, which they did, as in the Caſe of John Fraſer 
and his Fellow Priſoners. To the Honour of ſome particu- 
lar Officers (whom I could name) be it remarked, that, by 
their Clemency ſome few of the Wounded were ſaved. 

Fohn. MacLeod of MacLeod junior, Eſq; has had the Ho- 
neſty and Courage to declare, oftner than once, that he him- 
ſelf ſaw ſeventy-two killed in cold Blood. 

At a ſmall Diſtance from the Field there was a Hut for fhe]- 
tering Goats and Sheep in cold and ſtormy Weather. To this 
Hut ſome of the wounded Men had crawled,. but were ſoon 
found out by the Soldiery, who (immediately upon the Diſ- 
covery) made ſure the Door, and ſet Fire to ſeveral Parts of 
the Hut, fo that all within it periſhed in the Flames, to the 
Number of between thirty and forty Perſons, among whom 
were ſome Beggars, who had been Spectators of the Battle, 
in Hopes of ſharing in the Plunder ! Many People went and 
viewed the ſmothered and ſcorched Bodies among the Rubbiſh 
of the Hut. — Sure the poor Beggars could not be deemed 
Rebels in any Senſe whatſomever ! | 

In ſeveral Parts of the Highlands in Scotland, the Soldiery 
ſpared neither Man, Woman nor Child, particularly thoſe 
under the Command of Major Lockhart, Caroline Scott, &c. 
The hoary Head, the tender Mother, and the weeping In- 
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fant, behoved to ſhare in the general Wreck, and to fall Vie- 
tims to Rage and Cruelty, by the Musket, the bloody Bayo- 
net, the devouring Flame, or famiſhing Hunger and Cold! 
In a Word, the Troops ſported with Cruelty ; they marched 
through Scenes of W oe, and marked their Steps with Blood ! 
Believe me, Sir, this is far from exaggerating, It is in m 
Power to condeſcend upon particular Inſtances of theſe more 
than Neronian Cruelties, which I am ready to do when cal- 
led upon by proper Authority, to bring to Light, not the 
hidden Things of Darkneſs, but monſtrous I'ranſactions, 
that were deliberately perpetrated in the Face of the Sun, by 
Gentlemen, and (hall I ſay it?) Chriſtians ! In all I have 
ſaid I have omitted one Thing, which is, that even the yet 
unborn Babe (I tremble to narrate it !) felt the Effects of the 
Fury of our military Butchers ! 

I am afraid I have been too long upon the Gloom, and 
therefore I ſhall ſhift the Scene a little, and touch upon ſome- 
thing that is farcical, if I dare take upon me to call any 
Thing farcical that rubs upon Dignities : But, if Dignities will 
affront and inſult Dignities, let them anſwer for it at whoſe 
Door the Blame lyes. 

When John Fraſer Eſq the then Mayor (in Scotch, Pro- 
volt) of Inverneſt, and the Aldermen (attended by Mr. He- 
ſac the late Mayor) went to pay their Levee to the D—, 
the Generals H y and H- happened to be delibe- 
rating, and making out Orders about ſlay ing the Wounded 
upon the Field of Battle, &c. Mr. Heſſact (a Man of Hu- 
manity, and the Sir Robert Walpsle of Inverneſi, under the 
Direction of Preſident 1 not witneſs ſuch a Prodi 
of intended Wickedneſs without ſaying ſomething, and there- 
fore, making a low Bow to the Generals, he ſpoke thus: 
As his Majeſty's Tro:ps have been happily ſucceſsful againſt the 
Rebels, I hope your Excellencies will be ſo good as to mingle Mer- 
cy with Judgment. — Upon this General H bawled out, 
— Damn the Puppy ! Does he pretend to dictate here? Carry 
him away.—— Another cried, —Kick him out ! Kick him out !-— 
The Orders were inſtantly and literally obeyed; ſor good 
Mr. Hofſuck received Kicks upon Kicks, and Sir N F 
Adr had the Honour to give him the laſt Kick, upon the 
Top of the Stairs, to ſuch Purpoſe, that Mr. Hoſack never 
touched a ſingle Step till he was at the Bottom of the firſt 
Flat ; from which he tumbled headlopg down to.the Foot of 
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all the Stairs, and then was he diſcreetly taken up and carried 
to the Provo's Guard !—---A notable Reward for Zeal ! in 
which Mr. Heſſact was warm enough, but with Diſcretion 
and good Nature, as F was informed. But this is not all ; 
Mr. Mayor himſelf (John Fraſer) behoved to have a Speci- 
men of their good Sen/e and gentee! Manners ; for he was taken 
from Dinner at his own Table by an Officer and ſome Muſ- 
quetcers, with a Volley of Oaths and Imprecations, to a 
Stable, and was ordered to clean it inſtantly upon his Peril ! 
Mr. Mayor ſaid he never cleaned his own Stable, and wh 
ſhould he clean that of any other Perſon ? After ſome Debate 


upon the dirty Subject, Mr. Fraſer was at laſt indulged the 


Privilege to get ſome Fellows to clean the Stable : However, 
he was obliged to ſtand a conſiderable Time, almoſt to the 
Ancles in Dirt, and ſee the dirty Service performed J. O 
notable Treatment of a King's Lieutenant ! 

This Singularity of military Conduct towards Meſſrs. Ho/- 
fack and Fraſer is the more amazing, as none in Britain can be 
more firmly attached to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, as ſettled 


in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, than they are; but whe- 


ther or not this unaccountable Treatment has thrown a Daſh 
of Lukewarmneſs into their Zea], I ſhall not take upon me to 
determine : Had it been my Caſe, I am afraid my Zeal would 
have turned as chill as Ice itſelf. 

The wanton Youngſters, in and about [zverne/5, diſtinguiſh 
theſe two Gentlemen by the Names of the AKick-Proveſt, and 
of the Muck or Dirt-Provoſt. 

Several others, who were zealous Friends to the Govern- 
ment, were thrown into Jail at the ſame Time with Mr. 


Hoſſuck ----Liberty and Property with a Witnels ! mere em- 


ty Sounds without a Meaning. | 

In the North of Scot/and J happened to fall in with a ve- 
nerable old Gentleman, an honeſt Whig, who, looking me ſe- 
riouſly in the Face, asked if the D--- was not a Jacobite,---» 
A Jacobite ! (ſaid I) How comes that in your Head!“ 
* Sure (replied the old Gentleman) the warmeſt Zealot in 
the Intereſt of the Pr--- could not poſſibly deviſe more proper 
Methods for ſowing the Seeds of Jacobitiſm and Diſaffection, 


than the D- did. I wiſh I could draw a Veil over the ſhock- 


ing Cruelties, and many other illegal Doings committed by the 


Army under his Command. Theſe I paſs over, as now too 


well known for me to inſiſt upon. But what do you _ 
| | uh 
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of the unaccountable Treatment of Meſſrs. Hoſſact and Froſer, 
and of ſome other honeſt Whigs, who could have hazarded 
Life and All in Support of the preſent Government ? Above 
all, What do you think of the Return the Lord Preſident of 
the Court of Seſſion, the /agacious Duncan, met with for all 
his remarkable Services? Remarkable indeed they were, and 
et the utmoſt Scorn and Contempt he had in Return for 
them! When his Lordſhip was paying his Levee to the D--- 
at Inverneſe, he thought fit (as it well became his Character 
and Station) to make Mention of the Laws of the Country, 
Oc. To which the D- -? was pleaſed to ſay, * The Laws of 
the Country, my Lord! I'll make a Brigade give Laws, by 
G-d/----A plain Indication this of a hearty Deſire to intro- 
- duce a military Government. It was well (continued the old 
Gentleman) that Preſident Forbes eſcaped a Kicking-Bout, as 
the D--- uſes his Friends with Freedom. For my own Part 
(added he) I would not wiſh to be the Perſon that had re- 
ceived the ſage Advice of the ſagacious Duncan with Deriſion, 
; becauſe it would have been a laſting Imputation upon my Judg- 
* ment and Diſcretion ; for certain it is, that his Lordſhip was a | 
ſ Gentleman of very extraordinary and uncommon Parts, and 1 
had an extenſive Knowledge both of Men and Books. It 
was not beneath the Dignity of a crowned Head to liſten to , 
his Words. He was one of a very high Spirit, and the U- 
t ſage he met with for all his Services, joined with the Miſeries 
5 of his Country, bore ſo hard upon him, that it is indeed a 
prevailing Opinion among us in Scstland, that he died of 
Heart - Break Thus ſpoke the old honeſt Scotch Whig. and 
I muſt own I found myſelf unable to make him any Return. 
I am quite tired with writing, and, by the Time you come 
this Length, I doubt not but you will be tired with reading; 


1 for I know you are not much in Conceit with long Letters : 

4 However, I find an Inclination to ſay ftill ſome few Words 

j more. 

q . Do you think, Sir, that the Wiſdom of the Nation could be | 
} detter employed, than in engaging their Attention to bring 


about a parliamentary Inquiry into the uncommon Doings 
that happened to be tranfacted in Scotland, by our Gentlemen 
of the Sword, in 1746? Sure Jam there is much Need for 
4 ſuch a Procedure. Suppoſe a Man to be a Rebel, a Mur- 
8 derer of Father and Mother, the moſt flagitious Wretch the 
Sun ever none upon, yet I hope even this very Wretch ſnould 
| a be 
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be put to Death only by the Laws of the Land, and not 
knocked on the Head inſtantly without Trial, without Proof, 
without Doom or Law. It is a Maxim of Wiſdom, Better 


ten guiliy eſcape, than one innocent ſuffer; but, perhaps 


(through the Degeneracy of the Times) this is now inverted 
into a political Maxim, Better ten innocent ſuffer, than one 
guilty eſcape. If this be our Caſe, then every Free-Briton 


(ally fo called) has Reaſon to lament his Condition in Sack- 


cloth and Aſhes, It is an excellent Proverb, When our neigh, - 
bour's Houſe is on Fire, it is high Time to be looking to ourſelves. .. 


Many of our Fellow-Subje&s in Scotland have ſuffered: Death 5 
| itſelf in a moſt barbarous? illegal Manner, and God knows 


how ſoon we in England may come to feel the ſame Effects 
of military, lawleſ5 Power. We have already had a very odd 
Piece of military Conduct in Shrewsbury, and, how far the 
Frenzy may ſpread, where is he that can tell, unleſs a 
timely Stop be put to this prevailing military Madneſs ? Wo's 
me! that our Protectors fhould ſo far forget themſelves as to 
become our Cut-Throats.----To make ſuch a parliamentary 
Inquiry the more diſintereſted, and free of all Suſpicion of any 
Biaſs whatfomever on the Part of the Sufferers, be it humb] 

propoſed, that not a ſingle Highlander (thoſe Highlanders only 


_ excepted who ſerved under the D---) ſhould be admitted as 
an Evidence; but let the whole Affair be examined into by the 
Affidavits of the Presbyterian Parſons in and about Inver- 


neſs, of the Mayor and Aldermen of Inverneſs for the Year 
1746. of the other Inhabitants in /nverne/s, whoſe firm At- 
tachment to the preſent Eſtabliſhment can admit of no Dif. 
pute; of the Gentlemen and Soldiery that appeared on Drum- 


moſſie· Muir, under the Command of the D----, and of the 


Servants of the late Lord Preſident Forbes of Culloden, 


Ian, Sir, 


Lond. _ 17. 10 JU 0 humble Servant, &c. 


FINIS. 
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how ſoon we in England may come to feel the ſame Effects 
of military, lawleſ5 Power. We have already had a very odd 
Piece of military Conduct in Shrewsbury, and, how far the 
Frenzy may ſpread, where is he that can tell, unleſs a 
timely Stop be put to this prevailing military Madneſs ? Wo's 
me ! that our Protectors frould ſo far forget themſelves as to 
become our Cut-Throats.----To make ſuch a parliamentary 
Inquiry the more diſintereſted, and free of all Suſpicion of any 
Biaſs whatſomever on the Part of the Sufferers, be it humb] 
propoſed, that not a ſingle Highlander (thoſe Highlanders only 
excepted who ſerved under the D---) thould be admitted as 
an Evidence; but let the whole Affair be examined into by the 
Affidavits of the Presbyterian Parſons in and about [nver- 
neſs, of the Mayor and Aldermen of Inverne/s for the Year 
1746. of the other Inhabitants in {nverne/s, whoſe firm At- 
tachment to the preſent Eſtabliſhment can admit of no Diſ- 
pute ; of the Gentlemen and Soldiery that appeared on Drum- 
moſſie- Muir, under the Command of the D, and of the 
Servants of the late Lord Preſident Forbes of Culloden. 


J am, Sir, 


10 JU 5 


our humble Servant, &c. 


Lond. Sept. 17. 
1750. 
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